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Abstract:
Most people focus on the fact that China consumes more coal than the 
rest of the world combined.  But in addition to having the largest 
population of any nation, China is now the World’s Largest: Energy 
Consumer, Automobile Market, Oil Importer, Solar Panel Manufacturer, 
and CO2 emitter.  These and many more “Largest” titles are due to the 
combined eects of China’s population of 1.4 billion people and the desire to develop into a 
modern country.  Their already unmatched, and still growing, demand for energy to fuel this 
modernization has implications for global energy ows and markets.  Understanding China’s 
energy demands and plans for fueling its growth are critical to understanding their geopolitical 
ambitions and actions.
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